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SUBJECT:  ATTEMPTED A S S A S S I N A T I O N  OF K I N G  HASSAN:  
P R E L I M I N A R Y  A S S E S S Y E N T  

REF8 RABAT 3 7 4 6 .  

1 .  WE HAVE SEEN T H I S  AFTERNOON AND E V E N I N G  WHAT 
NOW APPEARS T O  BE THE F A I L U R F  OF ONE MORE DESPERATE 
A T T E M P T  TO E L I M I N A T E  K I N G  H A S S A N  FROM L E A D E R S H I P  
OF MOROCCO* K I N G  HAS HAD WHAT CAN ONLY BE D E S C R I B E D  
A S  M IRACULOUS ESCAPE.  I T  I S  HARD T O  UNDERSTAND 
HOW T R A I N E D  F I G H T E R  P I L O T I  F L Y I N G  AS ESCORT, 
COULD HAVE F A I L E D  TO SHOOT oOWN K I N G I S  PLANE, 
ALTHOUGH ONE OF OUR MUSLO S T A F F  HAS NOTED T H A T  
F - 5  F I G H T E R  P I L O T S  H A V E  NOT MAD MUCH OPPORTUNITY TO 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



. DECLASBIFED 
E.O. 1EBBe. am. 8.4 

&Y@ PdYD L// 
~y 5)//h1s& Date 

P 
Department o f  State d 5 ELEGRAM, 5 % 

0 w 
Y 

P A G E  0 2  R A B A T  0 3 7 6 1  1701352  

P R A C T I C E  W I T H  L I V E  A M M U N I T I O N  S I N C E  A T T E M P T E D  COUP 
A T  SKHIRAT L A S T  Y E A R *  

2 I T  NOW E V I D E N T  T H A T  A S S A S S I N A T I O N  A T T E M P T  
CARRIED OUT BY S V A L L  E L I T E  GROUP O F  F I G H T E R  PILOTS 
W I T H  SUPPORT A T  L E A S T  SOME A T R  FORCE E N L I S T E D  M E N *  
L A C K  O F  E V I D E N C E  T H U S  F A R  OF ANY C O L L U S I O N  W I T H  ANY 
OTHER M I L I T A R Y  OR CIVILIAN E L E M E N T S  S U G G E S T S  F - 5  
SQUADRONS ONLY S E L F - A S S I G N E Q  M I S S I O N  WAS TO REMOVE 
K I N G .  P R E S U M A B L Y  T H E Y  GAMBLED T H A T  T H E  E F F E C T I V E  
REMOVAL O F  K I N G  WOULD RF A C C E P T E D  B Y  R E S T  O F  M I L I T A R Y ,  
I N C L U D I N G  O U F K I R ,  AND COUNTQY A T  L A R G E .  ( I T  A P P E A R S  
T H A T  O U F K I Q ' S  C L O S E  F R I E N D  AMEKRANE,  WHO H A S  R E P O R T E D L Y  
L A N D E D  I N  G I B R A L T A R ,  WAS I N  QN P L O T :  R A B A T  3 7 6 f l ) w  

3 .  G A M B L E  WAS L O S T ,  AND I T  I M P O S S I B L E  TO T E L L  HOW 
K I N G  W I L L  R E A C T  TO A S S A S S I N A T I O N  A T T E M P T .  ONE 
T H I N G  C E R T A I N *  F A C T  T H A T  U S  N A V Y  H A S  P R E S E N C E  A T  
K E N I T R A  AND T H E  U S  A I R  FORCF T R A I N E D  MOROCCAN F - 5  
F I G H T E R  SQUADRON I S  L O S T  ON NO ONE AND COULD L I K E L Y  
H A V E  E F F E C T  ON US M I L I T A R Y  P R E S E N C E  HERE.  I H A V E  
A L R E A D Y  E M P H A S I Z E D  T o  F O R E I G N  M I N I S T E R  B E N H I M A  
T H A T  T H E R E  I S  A B S O L U T E L Y  NO 11s I N V O L V E M E N T  - E V E N  
U N W I T T I N G  - I N  WHAT WAS O B V I O U S L Y  ALL MOROCCAN A F F A I R *  
ON I M S T R U C T I O N S  FROM THE D E P A R T M E N T  I AM SEEKING 
S E E  R E N H I M A  A G A I N  TONIGHT T O  F O R M A L L Y  CONVEY OUR 
SHOCK AND D I S M A Y  A T  ANY S U G G E S T I O N  T H A T  AMERICANS 
C O U L D  I N  ANY WAY B E  I N V D L V E n  I N  AN A C T I V I T Y  
T H R E A T E N I N G  T H E  SECURITY OF T H E  K J N G  AND TO A S K  
GOM TO ACT P R O M P T L Y  TO P R E V F N T  F U R T H E R  C I R C U L A T I O N  
SUCH RUMORS*  
GDS 
D E  T A R R  

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007




